Enormous hemangiosarcoma of the heart.
This report describes a 26-year-old patient with hemangiosarcoma of the heart and summarizes the clinicopathological features in previous reports of patients with cardiac angiosarcoma. The patient was admitted to our hospital because of a syncope and one episode of nocturnal dyspnea and hemoptysis. In his history he complained of progressive weakness and loss of weight over the past 2 months. Echocardiography and computed tomography of the chest showed inhomogeneous masses in the pericardial cavity completely surrounding the heart and involving the ascending aorta and the superior vena cava. Histological examination of the tissue obtained from the mass by fine needle technique revealed a poorly differentiated malignant tumor of mesenchymal origin. Exploratory thoracotomy followed by tumor biopsies showed an inoperable cardiac hemangiosarcoma of enormous size with multiple metastases in both lungs. Palliative tumor resection was not performed. During the postoperative course the patient still required controlled ventilation. After 3 days of cytostatic chemotherapy no regression of tumor mass was seen by chest radiography. Cardiorespiratory insufficiency was progressive, and the patient died within 3 weeks after admission.